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I want to be an engineer 
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What am I doing here? 
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What does this have to do with being 
an engineer? 
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I want to be a geologist 
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What am I doing here? 
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What does this have to do with being a 
geologist? 
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I want to be a doctor 
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What am I doing here? 
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What does this have to do with being a 
doctor? 
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Issue 1 
ÅLacking explicit connections, not all students 

are motivated to succeed in gateway courses 
outside of their major field 
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L ƭƛƪŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΧōǳǘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 
this stuff 
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²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻΧ 

ΧǘƘƛƴƪ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘ 

 

ΧǎƻƭǾŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ 

 

ΧǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ 

         

          Am I learning? 

          How can I learn better? 
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Issue 2 
ÅEven capable students struggle with complex 

thinking and problem solving 
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What is going on in there? 
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Issue 3 

ÅStudents ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ major 
departments as early as they should 
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SSIGs as a Solution 
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Making Connections Between STEM 
Gateway Courses and Majors 
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Developing Learning-to-Learn  
Habits of Mind 
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